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PROJECT RANGER
SPONSOR A RANGER - STOP A POACHER - SAVE A SPECIES

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC’S 
ripple effects are broad - leaving 
virtually no industry, economy, 
or continent immune. As travel 
and tourism were brought to 
a standstill, wilderness areas 
and lodges were left empty and 
national parks and protected 
areas faced a severe drop in 
tourism revenue. Rangers were 
left with their salaries uncertain 
and without the tools and 
resources they needed to protect 
wildlife. 

This “perfect storm” of 
conditions is leaving many 
endangered animals highly 
vulnerable to wildlife crime. 
Project Ranger fills a critical 
gap in supporting the wildlife 
monitoring, surveying, and 
anti-poaching operations of
existing NGOs in Africa. 

Project Ranger, an initiave 
started by award-winning film-
makers and National Geographic 
explorers Dereck and Beverly 
Joubert, is an emergency 
fund supporting those on the 
front lines of conservation - 
supplementing the budget 
deficits of local ground partners 
by funding salaries and 
providing operational support 
for wildlife monitors, rangers, 
and anti-poaching personnel. 
Contributions ensure rangers 
have the resources they need to 
do their best work.

As the Covid-19 pandemic 
developed across the globe, the 
human toll was was clear. As
the human and economic losses 
continued to mount, a lesser 
known devastation began to also 
play out for wildlife populations 
which were already at great risk. 

In Africa, the pandemic brought 
its $39 billion tourism industry 
to a halt creating a negative 
economic ripple effect across 
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“While there are hundreds of appeals coming at this time of the year, 

I fundamentally think that the success and worthiness of Project 
Ranger is one to drive home. This initiative supports local rangers and 

their families, which leads to the protection of local wildlife, further 
preserving biodiversity on our planet.” Says Dereck Joubert 

—
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numerous tourism-funded 
conservation efforts. Around 
90% of wildlife tour operators 
in Africa saw a 75% decrease in 
activities, such as safaris. 

As tourism and conservation 
workers were laid off, previously 
well-populated areas that 
provided safe havens to wildlife 
became targets for perpetrators 
of wildlife crime. As the residents 
of these areas faced increasing 
economic insecurity, poaching 
became an expedient means to 
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food or income, leading to an 
increase in both professional and 
amateur poaching. In response 
Great Plains Foundation launched 
the public-private funding 
collaborative, Project Ranger, to 
fill a critical funding gap on the 
frontlines of conservation in the 
wildlife monitoring, surveying, 
and anti-poaching operations of 
NGOs in Africa. 

Project Ranger is directly 
supporting conservation and 
local economies by keeping

wildlife monitoring and anti-
poaching teams on the ground 
despite funding reductions to
conservation organizations 
across the continent driven by 
Covid-19.

In less than a year, Project 
Ranger has funded projects in 9 
countries supporting a range of
species including, lions, 
rhinoceros, pangolin, gorillas, 
leopards, and elephants to 
name a few. And it is just getting 
started.

www.projectranger.org

Show your gratitude for the tireless work of Africa’s brave rangers 
by supporting Project Ranger today, gifts of any amount play an 
essential role.

https://projectranger.org/

